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How absentee bids work?

If leave a $1000 bid on a lot and that lot is knocked down by the auctioneer for $500 this is your bid.

The auctioneer will not as a matter of course bid the item up to your maximum.

Absentee bids can be left on any lot at any time up to a time that it is practicable to allow staff to

record the bid and apply the bid to the auctioneer’s sheets. It is a good idea but not essential to ask for

an estimate on the lot prior to leaving an absentee bid. You must leave your maximum bid and the

auctioneer will bid on your behalf up to that amount. The starting point of the bid is somewhat of an

unknown quantity as it depends on numerous factors including but not limited to other absentee bids,

reserve price (if applicable), the auctioneer’s estimate, public interest (both general or specific) and

the owner’s expectation. A general rule is that the auctioneer will start the bidding at half the

maximum bid but this should not be relied upon in every instance as a result of the overlaying factors

previously mentioned and in the case of an excessively high absentee bid the auctioneer will use his or

her discretion and start the bidding considerably lower than half the maximum bid. All absentee bids

are confidential and your bid will not be disclosed to the vendor, any other bidder, absentee or

otherwise and obviously other absentee bids will not be disclosed to you. When your maximum bid is

exhausted the auctioneer will no longer bid on your behalf. There is no such thing as a buy order.

All absentee bid amounts represent the hammer or knockdown price which does not include any

premiums and fees.

It is essential that any absentee bid is left on the correct lot number as the absentee bidder will be

responsible for payment of the knockdown price plus premiums and fees on any lots purchased as a

result of the auctioneer being given an absentee bid on an erroneous lot number. When leaving

multiple bids it is essential that they are in lot number order. Absentee bids may not be left by email as it

is impossible to monitor email during any auction.

If you wish to leave absentee bids contact us either in person or by telephone on 03 5332 2899



Bidding multiples: -

$10 $12 $15 $17 $20 $ $

$20 $25 $30 $35 $40 $- $60

$60 $70 $80 $90 $100 $- $200

$200 $220 $240 $260 $280 $- $300

$300 $325 $350 $375 $400 $- $600

$600 $650 $700 $750 $800 $- $1,000

$1,000 $1,100 $1,200 $1,300 $1,400 $- $2,000

$2,000 $2,200 $2,400 $2,600 $2,800 $- $3,000

$3,000 $3,250 $3,500 $3,750 $4,000 $- $6,000

Note: - We do not accept bids either in attendance or

absentee outside of these multiples.


